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Editorial 

Sure  Prescription  for  Summer  Blahs: 
A Round  of  Yearly  Meetings 

a round  — n.  something  spherical, 
globular,  circular;  a round  dance;  a series 
of  events  that  is  completed  where  it  began; 
whole  range;  a single  outburst  as  of 
applause,  cheering,  etc.;  in  music,  a short 
song  for  two  or  more  voices,  in  which  the 
second  starts  when  the  first  reaches  the 
second  phrase,  etc.  and  upon  concluding, 
each  voice  begins  again,  as  in  a canon. 

Intermountain,  North  Pacific  and  Pacific  Yearly 
Meetings  are  all  of  the  above  — global  and  circular  in 
awareness,  caring  and  friendship;  surely  a dance  both 
metaphorically  and  realistically:  IMYM  prizes  its  folk 
dancing;  NPYM  held  a round  dance  this  year.  (Would 
that  all  readers  could  have  witnessed  81  years  young 
Friend  Gretchen  Rudnick  “rocking”  with  the  Young 
Friends  at  their  Rock  Band  dance  the  last  night  of 
PYM  in  the  LaVerne  University  gym!) 

The  whole  range  of  Friends  lives  come  together 
annually  in  our  gathered  communities  which  include 
our  conflicts.  Our  humor  and  our  pain  co-exist  for  a 
briefness  in  time.  Hopeful  or  perhaps  discouraged  and 
lonely,  we  bring  all  our  feelings  into  the  special  spaces 
we  create  in  silence  and  in  song  (and  some  were 
rounds ).  There  are  quiet  intersections  which  Yearly 
Meetings  allow  and  the  refreshment  of  dear  faces. 

Here  are  events  to  applaud. 

Some  of  this  summer’s  vignettes: 

At  NPYM,  an  hour’s  memorable  conversation  with 
Jan  Hoffman,  Friend- in-Residence,  at  11:30  p.m.  in  a 
dormitory  bathroom,  both  of  us  in  nightgowns, 
holding  toothbrushes,  transported  beyond  that  strange 
antiseptic  room.  (Our  schedules  were  so  full,  we 
would  not  have  encountered  one  another  in  depth 
except  for  the  chance  assignment  to  the  same  dormi- 
tory, same  floor.) 

The  brightness,  humor  and  candor  of  our  Quaker 
kids  splashed  the  halls  of  our  meetings  with  paintings, 
found  sculptures,  printed  messages  (like  van-colored 
stilts  all  over  the  page):  “Everything  needs  time,  even 

(Continued  on  page  19) 
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To  Light  a Candle  Casts  a 
Shadow 

by  Paul  A.  Lacey , Earlham  College , 

An  Address  to  IMYM 
June  1989 

We  who  are  gathered  here  for  Yearly  Meeting  have 
come  to  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  by  as  many 
different  routes  as  we  have  travelled  to  get  to 
Durango.  A large  number  of  us  have  joined  the 
Society  of  Friends  from  some  other  religious  denomi' 
nation  or  tradition;  some  of  us  have  come  in  after 
years  of  disappointment  with  all  organized  religion  — 
so  we  will  try  unorganized  religion.  Some  were  bom 
into  the  Society  but  have  had  to  become  convinced, 
in  our  own  turn,  that  it  is  where  we  belong.  Some  of 
us  have  found  a spiritual  home  with  Friends  and  feel 
empowered  by  its  testimony  that  every  human  being 
can  hear  an  Inward  Teacher  who  will  lead  us  to  a life 
of  service,  integrity  and  commitment.  Some  of  us 
have  found  glimmers  of  hope  that  this  is  our  spiritual 
home,  but  we  are  not  at  home  yet.  We  are  trying  to 
find  the  light,  the  light  within  ourselves,  the  light 
within  other  people,  the  light  manifested  by  a 
fellowship  of  Seekers  and  Finders,  people  who  are  our 
Friends. 

One  of  the  ways  we  help  one  another  is  by 
examining  our  own  experience  in  the  Light.  Since 
my  topic  is  the  experience  of  leadings,  I’d  like  you  to 
think  of  your  own  experiences  of  openings  and 
leadings.  How  did  they  occur?  What  were  their 
consequences?  How  did  you  know  it  was  a leading  or 
opening?  Some  Friends  say:  “I  feel  great  resistance  but 
also  clear  recognition  that  I am  required  to  do 
something.”  “The  way  opens;  barriers  simply  go  away.” 
“Suddenly  I know  what  I must  do.”  “I  can  only  know 
by  the  fruits  which  my  actions  have  borne  afterwards.” 
“I  find  I can  make  no  more  excuses;  I have  to  do  the 
action  or  my  life  will  be  unbearable.”  “After  great 
struggle,  I feel  clarity,  release  and  peace.”  “I  never 
have  the  slightest  doubt  about  the  rightness  of  the 
action.” 

We  examine  our  own  experience  in  the  Light, 
personally  and  corporately.  Or  perhaps  it  is  better  to 


say  in  several  lights:  the  light  of  reason  and  of 
conscience,  the  light  of  prior  experience;  the 
experiences  others  report;  the  experiences  recorded  in 
the  past,  where  we  can  see  people  moving  from  first 
tentative  steps  to  greater  assurance  and  finally  to 
heroic  testimony  to  the  leadings  of  God,  the  Inward 
Christ,  the  Inward  Teacher,  the  Spirit.  And  all  those 
lights  brought,  if  possible,  into  the  ultimate  Light,  the 
Light  which  enlightens  every  human  being,  the  Light 
which  we  identify  with  God. 

I am  pleased  to  have  been  asked  to  speak  about 
leadings,  but  I need  to  remind  you  that  we  all  have 
something  to  offer  one  another  as  we  try  to  under- 
stand  what  it  means  to  have  and  to  follow  leadings  in 
our  lives.  We  have  experiences  of  what  have  been 
leadings.  We  have  experiences  of  doubt  about 
leadings.  We  have  experiences  of  conflict  and  pain  as 
people  have  sought  to  follow  their  own  leadings  in  the 
face  of  opposition  from  others  equally  sincere.  We 
have  experiences,  perhaps,  of  the  totalitarianism  and 
manipulation  which  can  come  dressed  up  in  the 
beautiful  language  of  Quaker  faith  — of  the  openness 
which  is  very,  very  closed,  of  the  convictions  which 
are  intolerant  of  others’  convictions,  of  the  tolerance 
which  becomes  a shibboleth,  preventing  us  from 
encountering  one  another  in  anything  important. 

We  have  experiences,  perhaps, 
of  the  totalitarianism  and 
manipulation  which  can  come 
dressed  up  in  the  beautiful 
language  of  Quaker  faith  ... 

The  language  we  use  to  speak  of  the  dynamics  of 
our  faith  is  necessarily  broad  and  fluid  — openings, 
leadings,  following  the  Light.  False  precision  is  far 
worse  than  imprecision.  So  we  have  to  tell  of  our 
religious  experience  with  a lot  of  “you  know  what  I 
mean?”  language,  asking  whether  our  companions 
have  known  something  similar,  found  similar  words  to 
describe  it  or  different  words  which  nonetheless 
confirm  that  we  know  something  in  common.  The 
language  we  use  is  also  fraught  with  the  possibilities  of 
misunderstanding,  false  similarities,  words  which 
mean  something  precious  to  us  which  are  painful  or 

(Continued  on  page  4) 
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(To  Light  a Candle:  continued  from  page  3) 
false  to  others.  We  know  that  experience  is  more 
important  than  the  language  we  use  to  talk  about  it 
but  that  we  can  only  convey  experience  by  some  form 
of  language. 

All  of  that  was  in  my  mind  when  I chose  my  title, 
a line  from  Ursula  LeGuin:  “To  light  a candle  casts  a 
shadow.”  What  caught  my  attention  first  was  the 
encapsulating  insight  about  the  nature  of  light.  When 
we  first  come  into  Quakerism  we  are  likely  to  be 
captivated  by  the  promise  of  light  imagery.  Light  is 
the  primal  image  for  power.  No  greater  power  can  be 
imagined  than  knowing  oneself  to  be  a child  of  God 
and  therefore  to  be  capable  of  hearing  and  obeying 
the  Divine  Parent.  Once  out  of  the  dark  we  think  we 
will  always  be  able  to  find  the  Light.  But  it  isn’t  long 
before  we  find  ourselves  perplexed,  for  the  Light  does 
not  enlighten  us  once  for  all,  unambiguously.  We  are 
not  led,  or  misled.  And  we  get  discouraged:  we  must 
have  misunderstood  the  promise  of  Light.  All  these 
other  Quakers  act  as  though  they’ve  got  it  right;  only 
we  are  still  in  the  shadows.  Ursula  LeGuin’s  phrase 
speaks  in  common  sense  language  about  our  dilemma. 
Of  course  light  casts  shadows,  if  only  because  it  lets  us 
see  where  the  light  has  not  yet  reached.  That  was  the 
starting-point  for  my  thinking,  but  the  image  of  the 
candle  kept  working  on  me.  I thought  of  that  image 
beloved  of  Friends,  the  Inward  Light,  that  gift  of  God 
to  every  human  being  in  every  time  and  place,  the  gift 
which  enables  or  empowers  us  to  respond  to  God’s 
call  to  us.  What  is  that  Light  like?  Is  it  one  tiny 
glimmer  of  illumination?  One  fragile  spark  which 
barely  seems  alive,  under  constant  threat  of  extinc- 
tion? Is  it  like  a candle  — a small  source  of  heat  and 
brightness,  of  power,  which  must  be  protected  and 
fed,  lest  it  die  from  lack  of  fuel  or  be  causally  blown 
out?  Is  the  Inward  Light  that  frail? 

The  candle  is  a human  invention,  once  a great 
new  way  humans  could  harness  a little  bit  of  the  sun’s 
energy  so  as  to  work  longer  in  the  day.  Now  we  only 
need  candles  when  the  electricity  fails  — we  call  that 
a power  shortage  — or  when  we  choose  to  do  without 
some  larger,  stronger  source  of  light.  But  we  like 
candles.  We  use  them  for  special  occasions — 
candelight  dinners,  candles  on  the  birthday  cake, 
shabbat  candles,  candles  on  the  altar.  Many  of  us  have 
carried  lit  candles  in  demonstrations.  We  have  put 


small  lit  candles  into  little  boats  and  set  them  afloat 
on  the  river,  to  symbolize  our  hopes  or  to  commemo- 
rate an  event.  The  motto  for  Quaker  weekend 
workcamps,  when  I first  met  Friends  in  Philadelphia, 
was  “It  is  better  to  light  a candle  than  to  curse  the 
darkness.”  How  often  you  and  I have  said  that  to 
explain  why  we  had  undertaken  some  apparently 
futile  action.  It  is  better  to  light  a candle  than  to  curse 
the  darkness,  but  it  is  also  true  that  to  light  a candle 
casts  a shadow. 

If  you  will,  let  the  image  of  the  candle  work  in  your 
own  minds  and  spirits,  for  what  I want  to  talk  about  is 
light  and  power:  Light  and  Power  as  they  come  from 
God,  light  and  power  as  they  are  incorporated  into 
human  artifacts,  the  social  inventions,  the  Meetings 
and  institutions  which  we  create  to  channel  light  and 
power.  Most  particularly,  I want  to  talk  about  the 
interconnectedness  of  these  forms  of  light  and  power 
and  about  how  our  institutions,  our  ways  of  behaving 
toward  one  another,  our  characteristics  as  men  and 
women,  as  subscribers  to  political  opinions,  as 
Americans  and  as  Quakers,  are  like  a candle  — 
capable  of  casting  light  and  casting  shadows,  capable 
of  leading  us  into  openings  and  into  conflict. 

To  begin  conversation  on  these  topics,  I want  to 
focus  on  our  understandings  of  the  workings  of  the 
Light,  our  understandings  of  the  Meetings  for 
Worship  and  for  Business  as  a place  for  conflict,  and 
on  two  destructive  sources  of  conflict  — the  problems 
of  entrenched  power  and  the  problems  of  idolatrous 
individualism.  I hope,  finally,  to  suggest  ways  that 
these  conflicts  can  be  turned  into  new  leadings  and 
openings. 

The  Light 

Friends  often  mean  different  things  when  they 
speak  of  the  Light,  but  its  original  meaning  for  the 
first  generation  of  Quakers,  and  for  many  Friends 
since,  clearly  identifies  it  with  the  Light  of  Christ,  the 
Holy  Spirit,  the  Inward  Christ,  the  Inward  Teacher, 
the  Seed.  This  Light  has  the  power  to  enter  every 
human  soul  and  meet  there,  in  that  soul,  some  spark 
of  its  own  nature  which  can  be  enabled  to  grow  by 
that  meeting.  The  Light  of  Christ  is  like  the  sun,  the 
source  of  all  creative  power;  it  kindles  the  spark,  the 
tiny  candle  within  each  of  us.  The  Light  which  is 
known  inwardly  shows  each  human  soul  the  truth 
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about  itself,  about  its  spiritual  needs  and  about  its  own 
work. 

Consider  the  ramifications  of  that  image  of  the 
work  of  the  Light  on  and  in  the  human  soul.  Some 
great  power  comes  from  outside  one  and  activates  the 
latent  power  one  has  within  oneself.  Fox  learns  that 
Christ  Jesus  can  speak  to  his  condition:  Christ,  the 
universal  Light  which  has  existed  throughout  eternity, 
but  also  Jesus,  who  lived  and  died  and  was  resurrected 
in  a tiny,  obscure  comer  of  the  Roman  Empire,  and  in 
whom  the  Light  was  fully  and  perfectly  expressed. 
That  Inward  Teacher  has,  in  the  words  of  Jeremiah 
(31:31),  written  his  law  in  our  inward  being. 

That  Light  can  be  activated  in  individuals  and  in 
groups.  It  comes,  as  Hugh  Barbour  shows  us,  as  terror 
and  as  power.  Openings  and  conflict  are  intermingled. 

When  George  Fox  tells  Friends  to  answer  that  of 
God  in  their  adversaries,  he  says  it  will  “be  a terror”  to 
them  (Journal , p.  263).  He  advises  Friends  to  “go  over 
the  heads  of  the  persecutors  and  reach  the  witness  of 
God  in  them  all  ...  and  this  shall  lay  a judgment  upon 
them  all  forever....”  When  Fox,  Penington,  Barclay 
and  others  of  that  generation  speak  of  Christ  within, 
they  speak  of  Christ  as  imprisoned  within  the  human 
soul,  waiting  to  be  set  free. 

Typically,  for  early  Friends,  some  of  the  most 
terrible  conflicts  and  suffering  came  after  the  great 
opening  that  their  Inward  Teacher  could  teach  them. 

. . .And  there  the  Lord  shew  me  that  the 
natures  of  those  things  which  were  hurtful 
without  were  within,  in  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  wicked  men — And  I cried  to  the 
Lord,  saing,  *Why  should  I be  thus,  seeing  I 
was  never  addicted  to  commit  those  evils?’ 

And  the  Lord  answered  that  it  was  needful  I 
should  have  a sense  of  all  conditions,  how 
else  should  I speak  to  all  conditions;  and  in 
this  I saw  the  infinite  love  of  God.  I saw 
also  that  there  was  an  ocean  of  darkness  and 
death,  but  an  infinite  ocean  of  light  and 
love,  which  flowed  over  the  ocean  of 
darkness.  And  in  that  also  I saw  the  infinite 
love  of  God;  and  I had  great  openings. 

(George  Fox’s  Journal,  p.  19) 

If  the  Spirit  of  Christ  is  freed  in  us,  if  the  Light 
which  comes  into  our  lives  fuels  the  spark  we  have 
within,  then  a necessary  result  will  be  great  energy 


and  power  flowing  into  our  lives.  That  power  is 
something  highly  individual,  bringing  with  it  a 
compulsion  and  an  imperative  which,  for  a time,  seem 
to  raise  the  individual  above  the  limits  of  the  group. 

It  is  charism,  an  inexplicable  gift  from  God,  not 
dependent  on  merit.  It  is  both  powerful  and  danger- 
ous. 

But  the  Light  does  not  only  come  to  individuals. 
Howard  Brinton  says  the  Light  streams  from  God  to 
the  waiting  group  where,  if  way  opens,  it  produces 
unity,  knowledge  and  power.  We  can  really  call 
these  three  particular  forms  of  power:  the  strength  of 
being  mutually  supportive,  of  being  in  loving 
community;  the  strength  of  vision  and  insight  which 
shows  us  what  must  be  done;  and  the  capacity  to  act 
on  what  we  know  — unity,  knowledge  and  power. 

These  three  in  turn  produce  behavior  characterized 
by  community  and  harmony  (which  is  both  peace- 
making and  justice),  simplicity  (which  includes 
forthright  speaking)  and  equality.  These,  says 
Howard  Brinton,  are  the  four  cornerstone  Testimo- 
nies of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends. 

Implicit  in  the  empowerment  of  the  Light,  then  , 
are  other  powers,  the  powers  of  making  things  happen 
in  the  world  — in  political,  social  and  economic 
spheres  — by  acting  on  God’s  leadings.  When  George 
Fox  refused  a captaincy,  he  said  he  “lived  in  the  virtue 
of  that  life  and  power  which  takes  away  the  occasion 
of  all  wars.”  He  lived,  in  other  words,  in  the  strength 
of  God’s  power. 

The  Light  can  come  to  an  individual,  granting 
power  which  may  seem  to  raise  him  or  her  above  the 
group;  but  it  also  comes  to  the  group,  where  its 
hallmarks  are  unity,  knowledge,  power  expressed  in 
the  way  the  group  lives  together  in  community, 
harmony,  simplicity  and  equality.  This  empower- 
ment leads  to  other  forms  of  empowerment  — in 
personal  and  political  rights,  in  economic  justice,  in 
self-determination  — which  are  correctly  understood 
as  growing  out  of  our  natures  as  children  of  God. 

Clearly  we  have  in  all  this  the  potential  for  great 
openings  but  also  for  great  conflicts. 

The  Meeting  and  Conflict 

Do  you  recall  what  your  first  meeting  for  worship 
was  like?  I can  tell  you  what  I recall:  utterly  unfamiliar 

(Continued  on  page  6) 
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(To  Light  a Candle:  continued  from  page  5) 
stillness.  Deep  quiet.  Even  the  speaking  was  quiet, 
though  what  people  spoke  about  might,  in  other 
settings,  be  said  in  indignant  tones,  or  anxious  tones, 
or  in  the  cadences  of  liturgy.  I already  knew  these 
were  people  familiar  with  defying  laws,  who  worked  in 
dangerous  situations,  who  undertook  courageous 
actions.  And  here  they  were,  at  home  in  this 
unbelievable  silence.  I went  away  thinking,  what 
serene  people;  how  peacefully  they  live  their  lives; 
how  well  they  have  overcome  the  conflicts  of  life; 
how  very  good  they  must  be. 

Do  you  remember  anything  similar?  I was 
immediately  drawn  to  join  these  serene  troublemak- 
ers,  though  I was  afraid  they  were  too  good  for  me  to 
belong  to.  It  happened  that  some  of  the  first  Quakers 
I met  were  not  only  absolutist  conscientious  objectors 
but  also  people  who  loved  to  go  bird'  watching  at 
dawn  and  who  slept  with  the  windows  wide  open  in 
unheated  bedrooms  in  the  winter.  I am  not  sure  which 
frightened  me  more  — becoming  a pacifist  or  having 
to  get  up  at  dawn  for  the  rest  of  my  life!  Now,  of 
course,  I know  better.  I thought  that  Quakerism  was  a 
way  of  overcoming  conflict  forever.  I thought  that 
peaceful  quiet,  that  serenity,  was  evidence  that  these 
people  had  risen  above  doubt  and  struggle.  Now  I 
know  better. 

The  observer  looking  in  thinks  the  test  of 
Quakerism’s  validity  is  whether  it  can  eliminate 
conflict.  Sometimes  we  insiders  also  make  the  same 
mistake.  People  looking  in  from  outside  speak  of 
Quaker  decision-  making  as  a wonderful  method  to 
keep  peace  in  the  group  and  to  avoid  the  conflicts  of 
majority  rule.  People  have  written  about  our  method 
as  embodying  some  of  the  most  positive  features  of 
group  therapy,  as  being  the  fullest  expression  of 
democratic  governance,  and  as  the  way  to  get  the 
most  effective  decisions  in  a group.  All  of  that  might 
be  true,  but  if  so  it  is  only  by  the  way,  fringe  benefit. 
Quaker  business  procedure  has  only  one  purpose;  its 
validity  is  established  by  only  one  thing:  to  discern 
the  leading  of  the  Light  for  us. 

Some  years  ago  I attended  a conference  also 
attended  by  members  of  the  Society  of  Brothers.  I felt 
a great  spiritual  fellowship  with  them,  but  after  a few 
days  I realized  they  were  no  longer  attending  Meeting 
for  Worship.  I asked  one,  to  whom  I felt  closest, 


whether  something  was  wrong.  He  answered  that  he 
and  his  companions  felt  conflict  and  disagreement 
with  members  of  the  larger  group,  and  they  believed  it 
was  sinful  to  bring  such  turmoil  to  worship.  For  them, 
conflict  had  to  be  resolved  before  coming  to  worship, 
otherwise  one  brought  impurity  into  the  purity  of 
worship.  That  moment  of  separation  between  the  two 
of  us  helped  me  to  understand  something  essential 
about  the  Quaker  Meeting  for  Worship  and  for 
Business.  It  overstates  my  discovery  only  a little  to  say 
that  we  believe  there  is  no  better  place  to  take 
conflict  than  into  worship.  It  is  true  that  we  do  not 
countenance  arguing  or  answering  one  another  in 
Meeting,  and  we  have  all  heard  with  approval  the 
story  of  the  Friend  who  rose  in  meeting  to  say  that  he 
had  come  to  Meeting  worried  about  his  business  as  a 
leather  worker.  “I  came  into  meeting  carrying  a great 
bundle  of  hides,  but  I am  glad  to  say  that,  as  I have 
sat  here  in  the  silence,  the  hides  have  slipped  off  my 
back.”  But  the  point  of  the  story  is  that  it  is  all  right 
to  bring  those  hides  into  Meeting,  to  bring  who  and 
what  one  is  into  worship,  so  long  as  one  comes  ready 
to  be  open  to  the  Light.  That  Friend  learned  that  he 
did  not  need  to  carry  that  bundle  of  hides  any  further, 
but  he  might  also  have  learned  that  it  had  slipped  off 
his  back  so  that  God  could  lay  some  other  weight  on 
him.  There  is  no  better  place  to  bring  our  conflicts 
than  into  Meeting.  If  the  issues  are  worth  struggling 
over,  we  will  discover  that,  as  we  turn  from  them  to 
God.  If  they  are  trivial,  we  will  discover  that,  and  the 
conflict  will  end,  or  be  transformed,  or  channeled  into 
some  productive  action. 

Robert  Barclay  writes: 

Sometimes  a person  will  come  in  who  has 
not  been  vigilant  and  whose  mind  is  restless, 
or  who  comes  in  suddenly  from  the  rush  of 
worldly  business  and  therefore  is  not 
gathered  with  the  rest.  As  soon  as  he  retires 
inwardly,  the  power  which  has  already  been 
raised  in  good  measure  by  the  whole 
meeting  will  suddenly  lay  hold  upon  his 
spirit.  In  a wonderful  way  it  will  help  to 
raise  up  the  good  in  him  and  will  give  birth 
to  a sense  of  the  same  power.  It  will  melt 
and  warm  his  heart  in  the  same  way  that  a 
man  who  is  cold  feels  warmth  when  he 
approaches  a stove,  or  a flame  takes  hold  in 
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some  small  combustible  material  that  is 
nearby.  (Barclay  XI,  AV11,  p.  252-3,  Freiday, 
ed.) 

Even  impurity,  brought  into  the  pure  Light  with  a 
desire  to  be  led,  can  be  transformed  into  purity. 

Our  leadings  can  produce  conflict  not  only  because 
we  sometimes  go  beyond  those  leadings,  nor  because 
we  are  led  to  disrupt  our  comfortable  patterns  of  life 
and  burden  our  loved  ones,  nor  even  because  we 
disagree  about  what  the  Light  means.  Leadings  cause 
conflict  because  being  led  by  God  may  mean  asserting 
leadership  and  inspiration  confers  power. 

Consider  how  concerns  arise  and  become  leadings. 
An  ethical  problem  troubles  us:  how  to  confront 
apartheid  or  the  evil  of  unrest  and  oppression  in 
Central  America. 


Out  of  seeking  together,  or  from  someone’s  private 
thought,  study  and  prayer,  clarification  of  the  issues 
and  tentative  steps  toward  action  begin  to  take  shape 
for  us.  We  try  to  discern  what  part  we  have  in  these 
evils  and  how  we  can  reduce  our  participation  in 
them.  We  study  the  problem  in  detail  — the  causes 
and  actors  in  the  drama.  We  ask  ourselves  whether 
there  are  analogies  or  parallels  with  other  cases  in 
Quaker  history  or  the  Judeo-Christian  tradition,  to 
show  us  how  we  might  act.  We  look  to  other  tradi- 
tions whose  integrity  and  commitment  to  principles 
we  believe  to  be  true  — Gandhian  nonviolence,  for 
example  — to  see  if  they  show  us  ways  to  proceed. 

Perhaps  we  are  clear  that  we  are  being  led  to  take 
some  action,  but  it  is  not  yet  clear  what  it  should  be. 
So  we  continue  to  wrestle  with  the  issues  on  the  level 
of  processing  information.  We  check  out  facts.  We 
consider  consequences.  We  discuss  together,  trying  to 
arrive  at  as  much  common  wisdom  on  the  problems  as 
we  can  find.  The  work  goes  on,  individually  and 
corporately,  on  that  very  important  human  level. 

At  the  same  time,  because  we  are  trying  to 
discover  a Divine  leading,  we  try  to  open  ourselves  to 
activity  at  a deeper  level  of  intuition  and  insight. 


Here  are  vast  numbers  of  facts:  never  enough  of  them 
to  let  us  reach  unequivocal  decisions  but  always  too 
many  of  them  for  us  to  comprehend. 

Here  are  precedents  and  analogues,  some  of  them 
far-fetched  and  contradictory.  And  here  we  are, 
puzzled,  frustrated,  anxious,  wondering  about  our  own 
or  one  anothers’  motives  and  integrity.  And  we  take 
all  of  that  into  the  Light,  before  the  Divine  Intelli- 
gence, and  hold  it  there  until  patterns  of  understand- 
ing emerge,  the  facts  take  on  their  proper  significance, 
the  fragments  connect  themselves  into  meaning,  in 
something  like  the  way  that  words  of  spoken  ministry 
are  given  to  us. 

In  discussing,  weighing  evidence,  assessing 
consequences,  we  have  employed  the  human  lights  of 
reason,  experience  and  common  sense.  These  human 


lights  are  valuable  but  limited.  They  are  glimmering 
sparks  of  light,  tiny  candles  which,  pooled  together, 
cast  a larger  circle  of  light.  But  at  the  same  time  we 
have  been  turning  to  the  greater  Light,  the  sun,  the 
daystar  which  casts  so  much  more  illumination.  We 
have  been  praying:  “ ‘May  the  words  of  my  mouth  and 
the  meditations  of  my  heart  be  acceptable.  Oh  God, 
my  strength  and  my  redeemer.’  (Ps.  19:14)  If  you  love 
us,  show  us  the  Light.  Grant  us  an  opening  and  the 
strength  to  follow  it.” 

And  out  of  that  multi-leveled  work  which  we  call 
seeking  may  come  taking  a lead  or  becoming  a leader, 
perhaps.  We  discern  an  action  to  take;  we  discern 
ways  that  individual  talents,  skills  and  gifts  are  to  be 
employed. 

You  who  write  well,  you  are  called  to  use  your 
powers  of  persuasion  to  urge  the  community  churches 
and  temples  to  support  the  sanctuary  movement  or  to 
urge  divestment  in  South  Africa. 

You  who  organize  well,  you  are  called  to  use  skills 
to  handle  the  details  for  demonstrations. 

You  who  speak  well,  use  your  powers  to  inspire  the 
participants. 


The  observer  looking  in  thinks  the  test  of  Quakerism's  validity 
is  whether  it  can  eliminate  conflict.  Sometimes  we  insiders 
also  make  the  same  mistake. 
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You  who  have  a gift  for  nonviolence,  courage  and 
serenity  under  threat,  you  are  called  to  give  training 
to  the  rest  of  us  who  feel  called  to  make  our  witness  in 
the  demonstration. 

Working  together  under  our  common  leading,  we 
find  the  places  where  our  talents  and  skills  can  be  put 
at  the  service  of  the  leading.  In  some  cases  we  may 
have  what  can  rightly  be  called  a gift,  some  special 
way  of  using  talents  and  skills  for  a larger,  deeper 
work.  And  perhaps  these  qualities  have  been  made 
more  effective  by  learned  behavior  in  very  practical 
things,  such  as  knowing  how  to  take  good  minutes  or 
having  a quick  sense  of  the  ridiculous  which  we  have 
learned  to  channel  into  warm  humor  rather  than 
astringent  ridicule  of  others. 

What  I am  describing  is  a great  deal  smoother  than 
the  process  of  seeking  ever  is  in  practice.  But  even  in 
that  too  tidy  description,  some  of  the  conflicts  in 
being  led  and  using  power  can  be  seen. 

As  we  divide  up  the  work,  we  also  empower  some 
people  by  recognizing  their  talents,  skills  and  gifts  and 
putting  ourselves  under  their  leadership.  Leadership 
confers  authority  and  authority  legitimates  power, 
according  to  political  theory,  and  that  also  has 
application  to  what  we  try  to  do  under  Divine  leading. 

You  who  write  well  may  get  many  more  chances  to 
write  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting.  And  that  may  mean 
that  the  weight  your  words  have  may  make  it  harder 
for  all  of  us  to  hear  a new  voice. 

You  who  are  willing  to  sit  through  long,  tiring 
planning  meetings,  you  will  have  continual  influence 
on  who  will  speak  to,  or  on  behalf  of,  Yearly  Meeting, 
Friends  General  Conference,  or  Friends  World 
Committee.  At  best,  that  means  you  are  continually 
seeking  to  be  open  to  where  the  Spirit  is  being  most 
authoritatively  expressed.  But  it  may  also  mean  — by 
some  strange  coincidence  — that  the  same  people 
tend  to  speak  year  in,  year  out,  and  that  new  people 
have  trouble  being  heard  unless  they  are,  in  effect, 
sponsored  by  those  in  authority. 

At  worst,  what  empowers  some  people  will  leave 
others  un-empowered,  powerless,  simply  because  those 
with  influence  and  authority  do  not  believe  that  there 
is  anything  missing.  This  un-empowering  does  not 
have  to  be  a conscious  activity;  almost  certainly  in 
most  Quaker  organizations  it  is  not.  Neither  will  this 


consensus  of  a political  establishment  always  be  a 
conservative  one.  Like-minded  people  who  hear  only 
one  another  can  create  a closed  consensus,  no  matter 
what  it  is  they  all  agree  on.  And  some  things  will  turn 
out  to  be  unacceptable  to  say  simply  because  those 
with  weight,  power  and  authority  find  them  unaccept- 
able to  them. 

What  I am  describing  has  a merely  political 
dimension,  but  we  are  mistaken  if  we  try  to  address  it 
with  merely  shrewd  political  solutions.  The  political 
solution  may  be  nothing  more  than  balancing  the 
ticket,  trying  to  represent  all  vested  interests.  It  is  a 
struggle  to  divide  the  pie  most  fairly  and  shrewdly. 
When  we  choose  members  of  Quaker  boards  and 
committees,  we  have  to  have  some  of  these  political 
considerations  in  mind,  but  we  are  not  keeping  faith 
with  our  business  method  if  we  stop  there.  Establish- 
ing an  expectation  of  proportional  representation  on 
committees  might  solve  a political  problem  and  yet 
not  address  how  to  find  people  who  are  led  to  take 
responsibility  for  the  Meeting.  Our  task  is  to  help 
empower  every  person  as  fully  as  she  or  he  is  capable, 
but  the  power  is  spiritual;  it  is  ultimately  the  gift  of 
God.  Our  institutions  are  human  artifacts,  so  they  are 
inevitably  political,  are  ways  of  sharing  power  and 
influence.  Our  task  is  to  be  open  to  the  unempowered 
for  a chance  to  share  power  and  also  to  try  to  discern 
who  is  being  called  by  God  to  serve  the  Meeting. 

Quakerism  and  Individualism 

The  first  sources  of  conflict  I have  identified,  are 
the  problems  of  entrenched  power  in  our  organiza- 
tions. The  second  source  is  what  I think  of  as  the 
idolatry  of  individualism.  I am  thinking  of  our 
tendency  to  confuse  Quakerism  with  individualism,  to 
see  divine  leading  as  highly  private,  and  to  fear  that  a 
community’s  influence  will  only  dilute  the  purity  of 
an  individual  witness.  In  some  profound  ways  we 
liberal  Quakers  are  distrustful  of  representative  gov- 
ernment and  rule  of  law.  In  this  we  are  very,  very 
American.  We  are  as  fearful  of  the  many  obstructing 
the  faithful  pursuit  of  individual  leading  as  we  are  of 
the  person  in  power  obstructing  the  capacity  to  hear 
and  follow  a new  leading.  And  in  this,  too,  we  are 
very,  very  American.  We  Quakers  are  easily  enamored 
of  the  one-man  revolution,  the  majority  of  one,  the 
radical  nonconformist  and  the  rugged  individualist.  I 
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There  is  no  better  place  to 
bring  our  conflicts  than  into 
Meeting.  If  the  issues  are 
worth  struggling  over,  we  will 
discover  that,  as  we  turn  from 
them  to  God. 

am  reminded  of  the  reaction  of  my  students  the  last 
time  we  read  John  Woolman’s  Journal.  My  students 
found  Woolman  uninspiring  because,  as  several  said, 
“He  had  no  individualism.  He  only  did  what  God 
told  him  to  do.”  Let  me  linger  over  that  phrase, 
because  it  represents  a general  student  response  to 
Woolman.  Woolman  is  not  admirable  because  he  had 
no  individualism,  and  he  had  no  individualism 
because  all  he  did  was  to  obey  God  instead  of  being 
original  and  creative. 

Perhaps  we  would  be  tempted  to  argue  that 
nothing  could  be  more  original  than  the  way 
Woolman  lived  — idiosyncratic  clothes  and  lifestyle, 
singularities  of  all  kinds.  But  that  would  be  to  grant 
the  premise  which  runs  so  deeply  in  many  of  us,  that 
individualism  and  obedience  to  God  can  be  easily 
reconciled.  That  premise  underlies  the  way  many  of  us 
customarily  speak  of  “that  of  God  in  every  one”  to 
describe  an  individual’s  unique  personal  qualities.  We 
use  the  phrase  to  affirm  an  optimism  about  human 
goodness;  that  of  God  becomes  identified  only  with 
one’s  singularity,  uniqueness,  individuality.  For  many 
Quakers,  Quakerism  stands  simply  for  the  supreme 
worth  of  the  individual.  Think  about  some  of  the 
mottoes  we  repeat:  “Every  individual  is  of  supreme 
worth.  Each  of  us  is  a child  of  God.  There  is  that  of 
God  in  everyone.”  Those  are  powerfully  true  asser- 
tions about  human  possibilities.  Please  do  not  believe 
that  I am  disputing  their  truth.  Worship  would  be 
merely  self-hypnosis;  prayer  would  be  self-deception; 
and  what  I have  tried  to  do  as  a teacher  for  thirty 
years  would  be  pitiful  and  ridiculous,  if  these  asser- 
tions were  not  true.  But  each  of  these  statements  rests 
on  a belief  in  the  existence  of  a transcendent  reality, 
God  the  Creator,  the  Eternal  Parent,  not  as  a 
metaphor  but  as  a statement  of  fact.  And  without  that 
belief  in  the  transcendent,  each  statement  repeated 
unreflectively  can  become  an  empty,  deceptive 


slogan.  If  that  of  God  only  means  what  I perceive  as 
my  individuality,  whatever  I do  that  feels  right  to  me 
is  right.  As  that  renowned  theologian  Ernest  Heming- 
way said,  if  you  can  do  it  and  not  feel  bad  afterwards, 
it  is  moral!  Furthermore,  if  consulting  that  of  God  in 
myself,  which  means  nothing  more  than  my  own 
sense  of  individuality,  is  also  finding  the  ultimate 
authority  for  my  life,  I really  do  not  have  to  pay  much 
attention  to  you  or  to  what  you  stand  for.  And  most 
emphatically  I need  pay  no  attention  to  the  group  or 
the  Meeting,  for  institutions  always  squelch  individu- 
alism. Perhaps  we  will  give  up  a little  of  our  own 
individualism  for  the  support  of  the  group,  but  at 
bottom  we  are  still  reserving  our  right  to  opt  out  of 
commitment  and  to  consult  only  an  ego  which  we 
have  chosen  to  call  God. 

A few  years  ago,  in  freshman  Humanities,  we  read 
Abraham  Lincoln’s  speech  on  “The  Perpetuation  of 
our  Political  Institutions”  and  “The  Federalist  Papers.” 
It  was  instructive  to  see  students  wrestling  with  the 
Madisonian  notion  that  the  constitution  has  to 
channel  passions  and  self-interest  in  order  to  make  a 
just  society.  You  will  not  be  surprised  to  know  that 
many  of  my  students  — especially  the  Quakers  and 
those  from  Quaker  schools  — wanted  always  to  assert 
a Higher  Law  over  any  constitution  or  set  of  laws.  Nor 
will  you  be  surprised  that  the  Higher  Law,  the  voice  of 
God  and  the  Inner  Light  all  seemed  to  come  from  the 
same  source  — the  Self.  I began  to  understand  why  a 
number  of  my  colleagues  get  impatient  with  sentences 
which  begin  “I  am  a Quaker  and  we  believe  ..."  and 
end  with  nothing  but  gentle  dogmatic  assertions  that 
that’s  the  way  things  are!  A former  colleague  used  to 
say  that  he  sometimes  worried  at  night  what  would 
happen  if  the  Quakers  ever  got  the  bomb!  It  is  in 
times  like  those  I am  describing,  when  the  assertion  of 
faith  becomes  only  a slogan  for  individualism,  that  I 
understand  what  worried  him. 

Conflicts  into  Leadings  and  Openings 

The  conflicts  generated  by  entrenched  power  and 
by  an  overvaluing  of  individualism  can  be  the  starting 
point  for  new  openings  about  what  Quakerism  might 
offer  for  the  transformation  of  society,  if  we  learn  to 
call  one  another  to  more  disciplined  testing  of 
leadings.  Hugh  Barbour  tells  us  that  Friends 

(Continued  on  page  1 0) 
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(To  Light  a Candle:  continued  from  page  9) 
traditionally  applied  four  tests  of  leadings: 

1)  The  test  of  moral  purity,  which  Hugh  Barbour 
calls  not  fleeing  the  cross.  This  is  the  test  which 
would  most  stringently  examine  whether  too  much 
self-interest,  or  not  enough  moral  consistency,  tainted 
an  individual’s  or  group’s  leading.  Here  the  problems 
of  entrenched  power  can  be  examined  most  fully. 

2)  The  test  of  patient  waiting.  Self-will  is  impatient 
of  tests,  says  Hugh  Barbour.  Here  the  problems  of 
idolatry  of  individualism  can  be  tested. 

3)  The  test  of  self-consistency  of  the  spirit,  which  is 
applied  by  testing  an  individual’s  or  Meeting’s  leading 
against  scriptural  analogues  and  the  witness  of  other 
Friends.  The  belief  underlying  this  test  is  that,  though 
revelation  is  progressive,  God  does  not  change  over 
time.  What  God  has  led  our  ancestors  to  do  will  have 
significance  for  us,  as  we  try  to  learn  what  our  leading 
is. 

We  Friends  are  both  blessed  and  cursed  by  our 
relation  to  our  own  history.  Though  some  take  the 
examples  of  the  past  as  normative,  and  others  regard 
them  as  irrelevant,  most  of  us  try  to  understand  the 
experiences  of  our  predecessors  as  at  least  illustrative. 
We  turn  to  their  example  to  see  how  another 
generation  undertood  the  needs  of  their  society,  how 
they  perceived  the  leading  of  God  for  their  time.  If 
someone  asks  us  what  Friends  believe,  if  we  have  any 
humility  at  all,  we  answer  in  some  such  terms  as  these: 
“Historically,  Friends  believed  . . . but  personally  I 
believe.  . . .”  Sometimes  the  pivot  of  the  sentence  is 
“and  I believe. . . .”  But  for  many  of  us  the  historical 
facts  are  more  for  contrast  than  for  support.  Like  most 
people,  we  like  to  be  selective  in  what  we  take  from 
our  history;  we  want  to  incorporate  John  Wool  man’s 
spirituality  in  social  action,  but  we  would  prefer  to 
ignore  much  of  his  theology.  We  value  George  Fox’s 
passionate  individuality  — “an  original,  no  man’s 
copy”  according  to  William  Penn  — but  we  are  put 
off  by  the  writings  which  make  him  sound  like  a 
present-day  Evangelical  Friend.  “Historically, 
Quakerism  was  Christian,  but  personally.  . . .”  is  a 
fairly  common  phrase  among  liberal  Friends. 

The  test  of  the  self- consistency  of  the  Spirit  does 
not  require  that  historical  precedent  become 


normative  for  present  belief  and  action,  but  it  does 
require  of  us  that  we  be  less  casual  or  capricious  about 
what  we  take  from  our  past  or  how  we  dismiss  its 
relevance  for  us.  “Continuing  revelation”  is  not  just 
another  way  of  saying  we  are  invariably  smarter  than 
our  ancestors.  (If  they  were  so  smart,  why  didn’t  they 
have  electric  lights,  cars  and  atomic  weapons?) 
Sometimes  the  revelation  that  comes  to  me  unites  the 
past  example  with  the  present  case  in  a way  which  lets 
the  Light  shine  from  history  onto  our  situation. 

4)  The  test  of  bringing  the  group  into  unity.  This 
test  assumes  that  a true  leading  will  bring  with  it  what 
St.  Paul  calls  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit:  “love,  joy,  peace, 
patience,  kindness,  goodness,  faithfulness,  gentleness, 
self-control.”  (Gal:  5:22-3) 

Notice  how  much  these  tests  accord  with  our  own 
experience.  When  we  have  had  a leading,  we  do  not 
ask  whether  we  heard  a voice,  whether  our  hearts  beat 
faster.  And  others  do  not  ask  us  whether,  when  God 
spoke,  the  voice  was  bass  or  alto.  The  tests  are  of  self- 
denial,  patience,  connection  with  other  witnesses, 
bringing  the  fruits  of  the  spirit. 

Those  tests  will  not  eliminate  conflicts.  They  may 
help  us  work  them  through  more  effectively,  to 
achieve  clearer  openings  and  leadings.  They  are  tests 
which  can  help  us  deal  with  the  two  major  difficulties 
which  arise  from  the  fact  that  as  human  artifacts  our 
institutions  will  always  be  flawed  by  problems  of 
uneven  empowerment  and  self-centered  individual- 
ism. 

It  may  be  useful  to  propose  one  additional  test, 
which  is  implicit  in  the  four  but  may  need  to  be 
given  heightened  importance  for  our  time.  That  is 
the  test  of  servanthood,  the  degree  to  which  our 
leading  is  on  behalf  of  others,  concerned  with  more 
equitable  sharing  of  the  world’s  goods,  concerned 
with  empowering  the  unempowered.  Early  in  his 
Journal  George  Fox  tells  us  of  his  earliest  concerns,  to 
speak  on  behalf  of  servants’  receiving  fair  wages  and 
to  urge  courts  to  leave  off  oppression  and  oaths.  Pure 
religion,  he  tells  us,  in  words  from  the  General  Epistle 
of  James,  is  to  visit  the  fatherless,  the  widows  and 
strangers,  and  to  keep  ourselves  from  the  spots  of  the 
world.  “And  then  there  would  not  be  so  many 
beggars,”  he  adds,  “the  sight  of  whom  often  grieved 
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my  heart,  to  see  so  much  hard-  heartedness  amongst 
them  that  professed  the  name  of  Christ.”  (Journal,  p. 

35) 

John  Woolman  was  always  worried  about  the 
tincture  of  self  in  his  leadings  — perhaps  the  reason 
he  lacked  individualism.  But  we  who  see  where  his 
leadings  directed  him  are  aware  that  they  are 
invariably  on  behalf  of  others  — postboys,  sailors, 
slaves  and  Indians,  the  unempowered  — and  we  have 
that  much  more  reason  to  trust  that  they  come  from 
God. 

“To  light  a candle  casts  a shadow.”  That  is  a way  of 
reminding  us  of  the  value  and  the  limitations  of  the 
institutions  we  humans  create,  even  to  do  the  work  of 
God.  I want  to  close,  however,  with  another  set  of 
images  which  come  from  Mildred  Young’s  splendid 
Pendle  Hill  pamphlet,  The  Candle,  the  Lantern  and  the 
Daylight.  Mildred  Young  begins  with  the  story  of  a 
woman  who  rises  before  dawn  to  begin  her  day’s  work. 
At  first  she  works  by  candle  light.  A little  later, 
having  to  go  outside  to  draw  water,  she  lights  a 
lantern.  As  she  goes  on  about  her  work,  she  does  not 
notice  when  dawn  comes,  “until  suddenly  she  found 
that  now  she  was  working  in  the  light.  It  was  not 
sunlight  yet,  but  neither  was  it  a pool  of  light  amid 
dark  or  dusk,  such  as  candle  and  lantern  provided;  it 
was  daylight  and  it  reached  to  every  corner.” 

Mildred  Young  goes  on  to  say  that,  in  her  life,  the 
candle  was  tradition.  “It  may  have  partaken  somewhat 
of  the  ‘dead  hand  of  the  past,’  but  still  it  was  a 
guidance.  The  lantern  was  the  vision  of  human  need, 
the  kind  of  human  need  that  can  be  met.  It  may  have 
been  a sentimental  and  unrealistic  vision,  but  it  lit  the 
way.” 

You  and  I know  something  of  those  two  kinds  of 
light  — the  light  of  tradition  and  the  vision  of 
human  need.  They  light  us  well  and  far. 

But  there  is  another,  greater  light,  known  by 
Mildred  Young  when  she  was  brought  to  “that  posture 
of  seeking  which  is  already  the  beginning  of  finding.” 
Mildred  Young  reminds  us  that  “although  candlelight 
or  lantern  light  cannot  compare  with  daylight  when  it 
comes,  and  although  we  do  not  yet  know  what  the 
sunlight  may  be,  in  comparison  with  dawn,  still  we 
can  begin  the  day’s  work  by  candlelight  or  lantern, 
and  go  on  with  it  in  the  dawnlight.” 

The  great  promise  of  Quakerism  is  that  through 


our  human  struggles,  our  conflicts,  our  way  of  minding 
the  lights  we  are  given,  we  can  be  met  by  our  Inward 
Teacher  and  be  led  to  that  perfect  Light. 


[Margaret  and  Paul  Lacey  were  Friends  in  Residence  and 
resource  speakers  at  IMYM  1 989.  Margaret  is  a writer  of 
fiction  and  poetry.  Paul  is  a professor  of  English  literature 
at  Earlham  College  and  author  of  Pendle  hill  pamphlets: 
Leading  and  Being  Led  (#264) , Quakers  and  the  Use 
of  Power  (#242)  and  Education  and  the  Inward 
Teacher  (#278).] 
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Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  Epistle 


To  Friends  Everywhere: 

Loving  greetings  from  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting. 

If  our  concerns  seem  more  material  and  immediate  than  in  former  years,  it  is  perhaps  because  we  had  a 
pressing  need  to  adapt  to  new  surroundings.  As  we  gathered  for  our  1989  Yearly  Meeting,  June  13-18,  our  first 
problem  was  to  figure  out  our  way  around  Fort  Lewis  College  in  Durango,  Colorado,  the  meeting  place  we  chose 
to  provide  for  our  growing  numbers.  Initially  puzzled  by  unfamiliar  locations,  and  unaccustomed  to  coping  with 
wider  expanses  of  lawn  than  we’d  covered  in  previous  years,  we  began  to  get  the  hang  of  it  after  a little  practice. 

Differences  between  Fort  Lewis  and  Ghost  Ranch  necessarily  seemed  important  to  us.  Yet  despite  a residue  of 
mourning  for  what  is  gone,  we  soon  became  appreciative  of  certain  amenities  of  the  new  site,  especially  1)  the 
tiled  large  swimming  pool:  Junior  Young  Friends  and  adults  alike  were  very  happy  for  the  facility  itself,  as  well  as 
for  the  longer  swim  periods.  2)  The  food:  Friends  were  pleased  with  the  great  variety  and  good  quality  of  choices. 
Food  Service  people  noted  that  Quakers  eat  more  vegetables,  salad,  and  ice  cream  than  other  people.  We 
ourselves  noted  it  was  possible  to  eat  sugar-coated  cereal  three  times  a day.  3)  Food  Service:  Hardly  anyone 
missed  the  long  lines  of  other  years.  Conversations  we  used  to  have  as  we  waited  for  a place  to  eat,  this  year  took 
place  in  frequent,  friendly  table-hopping.  4)  Accomodations,  however  widely  separated,  were  very  comfortable, 
though  not  as  easily  reached  by,  or  accessible  to,  the  handicapped  as  in  the  past.  Inevitably,  the  camping  sites  of 
Ghost  Ranch  were  sorely  regretted.  In  sum,  the  Young  Friends  voiced  what  many  of  the  adults  were  thinking: 
Ghost  Ranch  among  the  red  rocks  is  beautiful  and  we  miss  it.  Fort  Lewis  among  the  green,  craggy  mountains  is 
also  beautiful,  and  our  hearts  are  turning  toward  it.  Yet  all  in  all,  the  place  we  meet  seems  to  be  less  important  to 
us  than  the  friends  we  find  when  we  come. 

Junior  Young  Friends  reported  that  they  had  a very  good  overnight  camping  trip  in  the  National  Forest,  which 
was  followed  by  a visit  on  a ranch.  They  also  enjoyed  what  they  called  “grass -playing  time,”  known  to  adults  as 
worship-sharing.  It  was  especially  gratifying  to  learn  they’d  felt  a strong  sense  of  friendliness  here.  They  knew 
they  were  welcome  at  Fort  Lewis,  the  more  surprising  because  this  is  the  first  time  the  campus  has  had  such  an 
influx  of  children. 

Sadly,  we  realized  Senior  Young  Friends  this  year  were  too  far  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  meeting  by 
physical  spaces.  They  felt  tom.  Though  they  like  the  freedom  to  enjoy  their  increasing  independence,  they 
expressed  a sense  of  isolation  from  us.  At  the  same  time,  they,  as  well  as  their  older  friends,  recognize  that  they 
are  responsible  for  choosing  what  ways  are  right  for  them..  Last  year  their  readiness  to  take  on  leadership  was 
clear.  This  year  their  presentation  of  “The  Mission,”  a provocative  film  about  Jesuit  missions  among  South 
American  Indians,  and  later  of  an  intergenerational  discussion  on  the  issues  raised,  demonstrates  the  future  of 
IMYM  rests  in  capable  hands. 

Meanwhile,  the  grown-up  “serene  troublemakers,”  as  our  keynote  speaker  called  us,  felt  their  days  of  gathering 
informed  with  a spirituality  which  may  well  have  arisen  daily  out  of  early  morning  worship.  The  power  of  those 
“conversations  with  the  universe”  was  felt  also  in  the  intimacy  and  depth  of  the  worship-sharing  groups,  as  well  as 
in  the  deliberate  and  quiet  progress  of  the  Meeting  for  Worship  for  Business.  During  the  Business  Meetings,  we 
came  to  unity  in  a minute  opposing  continued  research  in  biological  warfare,  and  we  approved  the  recommenda- 
tions of  a committee  which  has  devoted  two  years  to  working  out  better  relations  between  ourselves  and  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee. 

Despite  having  to  cope  with  several  kinds  of  traffic  noise,  interest  groups  addressed  various  matters  of  concern 
to  Friends.  One  of  the  happiest  issues  was  the  creation  of  a Friends  Writing  Group,  which  next  year  expects  to 
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present  the  Meeting  with  a published  collection  of  material  by  all  those  who  attended  the  initial  sessions. 

Creativity  Night  crowned  the  final  evening  of  our  stay  with  comic,  dramatic,  and  lyrical  presentations.  Our 
meeting  is  richly  blessed  in  our  children.  For  IMYM  Friends  of  all  ages,  caring  for  the  children  is  not  a job  we 
somehow  manage.  It  is  an  actively  illuminating  gift  to  all  those  who  are  able  to  take  part  in  it.  Our  gratitude  to 
our  children  and  our  appreciation  of  them  shines  in  their  faces  as  it  lightens  our  days. 

As  we  leave,  we  realize  that  for  a long  time  to  come  we  will  hear  in  our  imaginations  the  lingering  steam 
whistle  of  the  Silverton  train  from  Durango.  Compelling  and  melancholy  as  it  sounded  in  the  silences,  it 
reminded  us  morning  and  evening  of  the  persistence  of  past  years  and  past  ways,  and  invited  us  to  follow  the  far, 
beautiful  roads  ahead  as  we  test  and  follow  the  leadings  of  the  Spirit. 

Mary  Dudley , Clerk 


Excerpted  Action  Minutes 
IMYM  1989 


IMYM  1989 ' 3 Yearly  Meeting  asks  Monthly 
Meetings  and  Worship  Groups  to  seriously  consider 
the  process  of  aging  and  the  needs  of  older  members  of 
their  Meetings  to  see  what  role  should  be  played  by 
the  Yearly  Meeting’s  Committee  on  Aging  in  light  of 
the  existing  committee’s  sense  that  the  committee 
should  be  laid  down. 

IMYM  '12  Yearly  Meeting  approves  the 
Committee  of  Concern’s  recommendation  that  we 
continue  to  appoint  two  representatives  to  the  AFSC 
Corporation. 

IMYM  -13  Yearly  Meeting  agrees  that  the 
Committee  of  Concern  be  laid  down  and  that  the 
Yearly  Meeting  establish  an  AFSC  Committee 
consisting  of  Monthly  Meeting  liaisons  and  Corpora- 
tion members. 

IMYM  ' 14  Yearly  Meeting  agrees  to  continue 
the  Hinshaw  Visitor’s  Program  as  recommended  by 
the  Committee  of  Concern. 

IMYM  '15  Yearly  Meeting  approves  the 
Committee  of  Concern  recommendation  that  a 
committee  be  formed  to  develop  one  or  more  joint 
service  projects,  including  the  selection  of  a released 
Friend  to  act  as  a project  coordinator  as  detailed  by 
the  Committee  of  Concern  report. 

IMYM  ' 16  Yearly  Meeting  records  its  gratitude 
to  the  Committee  of  Concern  for  its  work  over  the 
past  two  years. 

IMYM  '17  Yearly  Meeting  approves  the 


nominations  presented  by  the  Nominating  Commit- 
tee for  IMYM  1990-91.  [A  partial  listing  follows.] 
IMYM  Clerk,  LaDonna  Wallen 
Clerk  of  Continuing  Committee,  Tom  Carr 
Co'Registrars , Peter  and  June  Viavant 
Treasurer,  Jan  Miller 

C O'Recording  Clerks,  Arlene  and  Bill  Hobson 
IMYM  -18  Yearly  Meeting  approves  the  minute 
on  biological  warfare  (Salt  Lake  Meeting  Minute) 
presented  by  the  Continuing  Committee  and  its 
recommendation  for  its  dissemination. 

Minute  on  Biological  Warfare 
Basic  to  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  (Quakers) 
is  our  testimony  of  peace.  We  object  to  violence  and 
to  participation  in  war;  it  is  our  belief  that  security 
cannot  be  found  in  such  pursuits,  but  can  be  found 
only  in  practicing  love  and  in  seeking  justice  for  all 
humankind. 

Members  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  have 
for  many  years  been  deeply  concerned  about  the 
international  arms  race  in  nuclear  weaponry  and 
other  weapons  of  mass  destruction.  Added  to  this,  we 
now  find  a new  concern  arising  from  allegations  that 
some  nations  are  developing  programs  which  could 
lead  to  an  expansion  in  biological  weaponry. 

Specifically,  we  note  that  the  United  States  Army 
is  conducting  research  in  biological  warfare,  including 
research  which  uses  recombinant  DNA  technologies. 
Elements  of  this  research  are  conducted  at  Fort 
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Detrich,  Maryland,  at  Dugway,  Utah,  and  at  several 
universities  in  the  United  States.  While  the  United 
States  government  describes  its  program  as  defensive 
with  the  sole  intent  of  protecting  its  military  forces, 
we  note  that,  ultimately,  this  research  could  also  be 
used  to  serve  offensive  purposes.  Furthermore, 
whether  intended  or  not,  it  could  lead  to  the 
development  of  extraordinary,  highly  dangerous 
biological  agents  capable  of  mass  destruction.  The 
initiation  of  such  research  appears  likely  to  provoke  a 
new  international  arms  race  in  biological  warfare;  it 
also  undermines  the  notion  — embodied  in  the  1972 
International  Biological  Weapons  Convention  — 
that  biological  warfare  is  unthinkable. 

For  these  reasons,  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting 
of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  opposes  any 
research  programs  in  biological  warfare.  We  now  call 
upon  the  United  States  government  and  upon  all 
governments  to  refrain  from  such  programs.  We  ask 
other  Friends,  Friends’  Meetings,  and  people  every- 
where to  join  us  in  this  concern. 

IMYM  - 20  Yearly  Meeting  approves  the 
Registrar  reserving  accomodation  at  Fort  Lewis 
College  for  June  12-17,  1990,  and  tentative  reserva- 
tions for  the  same  week  in  1991. 

IMYM  - 23  Yearly  Meeting  approves  continued 
support  of  the  social  worker  at  Casa  de  Los  Amigos  in 
Mexico  City. 

Registrar’s  Report.  There  were  519  persons  in 
attendance  at  IMYM  — 204  children  and  315  adults 
from  Arizona  Half-Yearly  Meeting,  Colorado  General 
Meeting,  New  Mexico  Quarterly  Meeting  and  Utah 
Friends  Fellowship. 


Friends  for  300  Words 

A Handbook  for  Outlawing  War 

by  Chuck  James , Eastside  Meeting 

Our  Ultimate  Human  Right  is  the  right  to  live  in  a 
peaceful  world,  free  from  the  threat  of  death  by 
nuclear  war  ...  or  any  other  kind  of  war.  Unless  we 
can  make  the  transition  from  the  law  of  force  (the 
freedom  to  wage  war)  to  the  force  of  law,  all  other 
rights  remain  in  jeopardy.  Whatever  religious, 
economic,  social,  political  or  other  benefits  we  wish  to 
enjoy,  all  will  be  lost  unless  we  rapidly  secure  our 
Ultimate  Human  Right.  Without  peace,  no  human 
right  is  secure.  War  must  be  outlawed.  In  the  course 
of  six  thousand  years  of  recorded  history,  humankind 
has  been  slowly  moving  to  that  sublime  ideal.  We  are 
almost  there.  Now  it  is  up  to  us. 

All  the  above  is  in  the  1988  book  PlanetHood,  by 
Benjamin  B.  Ferencz  and  Ken  Keyes,  Jr.  PlanetHood 
presents  a blueprint  of  what  needs  to  be  done  to 
achieve  our  Ultimate  Human  Right.  However,  various 
social  group  minorities  block  creative  action  politi- 
cally when  they  organize,  elect  and  pressure  key 
political  leaders.  And  a 3 to  1 majority  to  eliminate 
nuclear  testing  were  impotent  because  they  did  not 
organize  to  show  their  size  and  determination  to  all 
the  political  leaders,  and  then  allowed  opponents  to 
be  elected  into  office.  The  challenge  for  us  now  is  to 
be  patriotically  active  and  effective  in  saving  our 
lives,  preserving  our  freedoms  and  helping  to  solve  our 
world-related  problems  economically  and  in  peace. 
Now  those  who  recognize  the  nuclear  threat  are  the 
majority.  Our  majority  needs  to  learn  how  to  organize 
and  be  effective.  Read  PlanetHoodl 


Advice  on  the  Vocal  Ministry 
from  a Spiritual  Ancestor 

Friends  seeking  to  nurture  and  deepen  ministry  in  their 
meetings  for  worship  will  find  remarkably  clear,  specific, 
and  relevant  guidance  in  this  classic  work,  now  returned 
to  print  for  the  first  time  in  over  one  hundred  years. 

$8.50  cloth.  Order  from  the  co-publishers: 

Pendle  Hill  Publications  Tract  Association  of  Friends 

Wallingford,  PA  19086  or  1515  Cherry  Street 
215/566-4514  Philadelphia,  PA  19102 


A DESCRIPTION 

QUALIFICATIONS 
Necessary  ro 

A GOSPEL  MINISTER 


SAMUEL  BOWNAS 
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News  of  Meetings  from 
New  Mexico 
Quarterly  Meeting 

by  Phyllis  Thompson  Kirtley , Albuquerque  Meeting 

The  diminished  summer  activities  of  most  New 
Mexico  Quarterly  Meeting  members  are  reflected  in 
the  diminished  frequency  and  length  of  summertime 
newsletters.  Vacations  which  interrupt  customary 
Meeting  patterns,  as  Friends  leave  home  for  far  parts 
of  the  world  and  other  Friends  visit  from  everywhere, 
make  it  seem  that  our  Meetings  have  not  decreased  at 
all  in  number  of  attenders.  We  are  surprised  and 
refreshed  as  our  guests  call  to  our  remembrance  old 
times  and  other  places,  and  new  friendships  are  made 
with  those  who  once  were  strangers. 

Vacations  also  mean  that  regular  children’s 
programs  are  generally  suspended.  But  in  several 
meetings  — Santa  Fe,  Albuquerque,  Durango,  Gila, 
Lubbock  — that  gap  is  being  bridged  by  intergenera- 
tional  family  picnics,  potlucks  and  campouts.  In  an 
effort  to  bring  outlying  Friends  into  closer  touch, 
some  of  these  celebrations  have  been  held  a good 
many  miles  from  the  usual  meeting  place,  at  the 
homes  of  members  farther  afield. 

This  summer  Gila  combined  their  potluck  picnic 
outing  with  their  fourth  Hiroshima  Day  Memorial, 
which  the  public  was  invited  to  join. 

Conversations  have  continued  with  AFSC 
representatives  in  preparation  for  future  closer 
working  ties  between  Friends  in  our  regional  Meetings 
and  AFSC  area  programs.  Meantime,  Friends  are 
helping  raise  money  for  printing  and  distribution  of  an 
educational  poster  on  AIDS,  sponsored  by  the  People 
of  Color  Consortium  Against  Aids. 

Other  concerns  center  on  support  of  continuing 
refugee  work,  especially  in  Mexico  and  at  the  borders, 
and  on  sanctuary  work  elsewhere.  Several  Meetings 
are  considering  what  position  is  right  for  us  to  take 
regarding  INS  L9  forms;  and  Unity  with  Nature 
remains  a strong  theme  among  us. 

Closer  to  home,  some  of  us  have  been  talking  in 
threshing  sessions  about  the  spiritual  well-being  of  our 
Meetings.  Understanding  what  it  means  to  be  a 
Quaker  comes  with  time,  experience,  and,  quite  often, 
reading.  It  is  therefore  interesting,  finally,  that  in 
almost  all  our  newsletters,  attentive  comments  have 
appeared  regarding  our  care  for  the  books  in  our 
libraries. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  summertime  reading  will  help 
make  us  ready  for  the  more  pressing  activity  of  the 
cooler  seasons  fast  approaching. 


Forum 

Love  Makes  a Family 

Dear  Friends  Everywhere, 

During  the  past  week  at  the  Friends  General 
Conference  Gathering  at  Saint  Lawrence,  we  have 
prayerfully  considered  the  spiritual  and  material  role 
of  families  in  Western  society. 

As  lesbian  and  gay  people,  we  are  especially  aware 
of  a variety  of  family  structures  and  of  the  interaction 
between  families  and  communities.  We  are  also 
aware  of  the  pain  our  families  have  often  suffered 
within  the  wider  community. 

Out  of  this  pain,  we  are  grateful  for  the  loving 
community  at  the  Friends  General  Conference 
Gathering. 

Through  our  worship  and  study  together  this  week, 
we  have  come  to  recognize  our  families  as  a gift  of 
love  we  share  with  you.  In  sharing  this  gift,  we  want 
to  ask  you  to  help  us  heal  the  wounds  that  our  families 

— our  children,  our  parents,  our  siblings,  our  lovers 

— have  suffered  in  a world  that  has  often  sought  to 
extinguish  our  Light. 

— We  ask  all  of  you  to  take  care  of  your  own 
family  problems.  We  believe  that  self-affirmed  people 
who  are  secure  in  themselves  and  in  their  families  will 
not  be  homophobic. 

— We  ask  acknowledgement  of  our  families  as  we 
define  them  just  as  we  acknowledge  your  families  as 
you  define  them. 

— We  ask  you  to  acknowledge  and  support  the 
spiritual  celebration  of  our  marriages  just  as  we  have 
celebrated  yours. 

— We  ask  you  to  be  part  of  a loving,  supportive 
community  which  nurtures  our  children,  recognizing 
the  unique  pressures  they  face  growing  up  as  part  of 
gay  and  lesbian  families  in  a homophobic  world. 

— We  ask  you  not  to  assume  that  the  young 
people  in  your  families  and  Meetings  are  necessarily 
heterosexual.  Please  help  us  to  provide  a loving, 
supportive  community  where  young  people  can  grow 
up  living  their  own  Truth. 

— We  ask  you  to  recognize  that  because  our 
families  have  been  excluded  from  benefits  provided  to 
heterosexual  families,  we  face  unique  problems, 
especially  as  we  grow  older.  Please  think  of  these 
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(Forum:  continued  from  page  15) 

special  needs  in  your  consideration  of  caring  for  senior 
members  of  our  community. 

— In  the  tradition  of  Friends,  we  ask  individuals 
and  our  corporate  Meetings  to  work  actively  for  social 
and  legal  justice  for  those  of  us  who  face  discrimina- 
tion because  of  our  sexual  orientation,  recognizing 
that  financial  support  for  such  efforts  may  be 
necessary. 

If  the  Light  of  our  “givenness”  has  entered  your 
heart,  please  stand  with  us  in  allowing  the  Light  of 
our  being  to  shine  in  the  world. 

If  you  do  not  share  an  experience  of  our  Truth, 
please  ask  yourself  if  you  can  stand  aside  in  openness 
to  consider  our  experience. 

Each  of  us  inevitable, 

Each  of  us  limitless  — each  with  his  or  her 
right  upon  the  earth, 

Each  of  us  allowed  the  eternal  purports  of 
the  earth, 

Each  of  us  here  as  divinely  as  any  is  here 

— Walt  Whitman 

In  Love  and  Peace, 

Members  of  the  “Love  Makes  A Family”  Workshop, 

Bonnie  Tinker 

Ahavia  Lavana 

Eyli  Lawansa 

Charley  Sullivan 

Sally  Ryon 

Seventh  Month  7,  1989 

Letters 

Day  Care  Center  Planned  in  El  Salvador 

Dear  Friends, 

Since  my  retirement  from  teaching  in  December 
1986  Pve  been  spending  a great  deal  of  time  in 
Central  America.  My  first  stay  was  in  Nicaragua 
where  I worked  for  the  Ministry  of  Education  in  the 
city  of  Leon.  Besides  my  work  in  education,  and  with 
the  help  of  my  religious  community  — Palo  Alto 
Friends  Meeting  — and  other  groups,  we  were  able  to 
bring  drinking  water  to  two  marginal  barrios  in  Leon. 


After  my  ten  months  stay  in  Nicaragua  I went  back  to 
El  Salvador  where  I applied  for  residency  as  a U.S. 
citizen.  Then,  I returned  to  Nicaragua  where  I 
worked  with  Earthstewards  to  build  a day  care  center 
in  one  of  the  barrios  in  which  we  had  completed  the 
water  project.  Following  that  I returned  to  my  home 
in  Northern  California. 

I returned  again  to  El  Salvador  last  February 
accompanying  a caravan  bringing  aid  to  the  victims  of 
the  1986  earthquake  who  are  still  living  in  temporary 
housing.  The  caravan  as  such  was  not  allowed  to 
enter,  but  we  were  able  to  get  the  supplies,  the 
vehicles  and  3 1 of  the  5 1 drivers  into  the  country. 
When  my  work  with  the  caravan  ended,  I dealt  with 
the  bureaucrats,  and  I finally  was  granted  residency  in 
El  Salvador. 

During  the  time  I was  in  El  Salvador  the  armed 
forces  entered  the  offices  of  some  labor  unions,  the 
office  of  CRIPDES,  an  organization  of  displaced 
persons,  ADEMUSA,  a women’s  organization,  and 
others.  Everybody  inside  was  taken  prisoner,  children 
included.  It  is  crucial  to  the  development  of  women  in 
El  Salvador  that  there  be  more  support  services  for 
them.  Therefore,  I am  planning  to  return  to  El 
Salvador  in  October.  I will  be  taking  with  me  some 
equipment  to  start  a day  care  center  in  my  home 
which  will  serve  from  15  to  20  children,  birth  to  4 
years  old,  of  women  who  are  working  in  mass 
organizations. 

The  day  care  center  is  being  sponsored  by  the 
Institute  for  Research,  Development  and  Training  of 
Women  (IMU)  in  San  Salvador,  and  by  Palo  Alto 
Friends  Meeting  in  Palo  Alto,  CA.  The  Institute  will 
administer  the  center  and  will  secure  medical  services 
and  basic  food  for  the  children.  Palo  Alto  Friends 
Meeting  will  receive  and  disburse  the  funds.  I will 
contribute  the  rent,  the  utilities  and  the  kitchen 
equipment.  During  the  first  year  the  center  will  need 
$938.00  monthly  to  pay  the  salaries  of  three  workers 
and  their  social  security  contributions,  and  to  buy 
supplemental  food  and  some  of  the  furniture  needed. 

If  you,  your  friends  and/or  your  organization  can  help, 
you  can  be  sure  that  every  cent  will  be  used  to  benefit 
the  children.  Donations  earmarked  “El  Salvador 
Child  Care  Project”  may  be  made  payable  to  and  sent 
to  Palo  Alto  Friends  Meeting,  9587  Colorado,  Palo 
Alto,  CA  94303. 
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If  you  would  like  to  see  either  a Spanish  copy  of 
the  project  as  presented  to  IMU  or  an  English 
translation,  please  let  me  know. 

Praying,  working  and  hoping  for  peace  with  justice 
in  El  Salvador,  I remain  sincerely  yours, 

Carmen  M.  Broz 


Jeanne  Lohmann,  Qathering  a Life , a Journal 
of  Recovery.  John  Daniel  & Company,  Santa 
Barbara,  1989.  $7.50,  plus  postage,  from 
Jeanne  Lohmann,  722  - 10th  Ave.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94118. 

by  Sally  Bryan , University  Meeting/San  Juan 
Worship  Qroup 

This  remarkable  book  is  for  those  who  understand 
Wordsworth’s  . . thoughts  that  do  often  lie  too  deep 
for  tears.”  It  is  a rare  opportunity  (and  curse  the  fact 
that  these  good  words  have  been  tarnished  from 
careless  use)  to  share  the  daily  thoughts  and  feelings 
of  a poet  after  her  beloved  husband  is  diagnosed  with 
incurable  cancer.  Short  prose  pieces  from  three  and  a 
half  years  of  the  precious  quotidian  (joy,  pain, 
frustration,  rage  ...  all  are  here)  move  towards,  “The 
Body  of  Words,”  the  end  piece.  Jeanne  Lohmann 
does  not  want  her  husband’s  life  to  become  a legend, 
fixed  forever  in  time  and  place.  Instead  she  wants  to 
remember  him  with  some  clarity  of  truth  so  that  he 
might  return  and  be  the  person  she  loved.  “She 
wanted  to  give  him  this  tangible  body,  but  she  didn’t 
want  words  to  be  his  museum.  He  didn’t  like  being  on 
display.  It  would  be  awkward  at  first,  but  he  might  get 
used  to  this  new  form,  this  shape  that  couldn’t  hold 
him.  This  body  of  words.” 

The  dying  and  those  who  will  outlive  them  have 
the  same  lesson  to  learn:  to  surrender  to  the  mystery, 
where  both  are  headed.  The  dead  one  takes  the 
future  of  the  two  with  him  and  the  living  has  to  let 
him,  has  to  learn  to  say  never.  “Permit  the  unadorned 
fact  its  true  existence,  not  allow  it  to  be  twisted  into 
unreality  by  feeling  and  memory.” 

This  is  a diamond,  cutting  hard. 


Announcements 

Friends  House 

Celebration  Between  The  Qenerations 

Friends  House  annual  Day  on  the  Green  open 

house  will  be  a “Celebration  Between  The  Genera- 
tions” on  Saturday,  October  7,  from  11  a.m.  - 4 p.m. 
Festivities  and  entertainment  will  include  sales  of 
collectibles,  arts  and  crafts,  books,  and  plants  and 
baked  goods.  There  will  be  a barbeque  lunch,  music, 
clowns  and  balloons.  Admission  is  free. 

Proceeds  will  benefit  Friends  House,  a nonprofit 
organization  providing  adult  day  health  services, 
skilled  nursing  and  housing  for  the  ederly  and 
disabled. 

If  you  have  items  to  donate  or  can  volunteer  to 
help  call  (707)  538-0152. 

Memorials 

Anne  Underwood  White 

Anne  White  died  at  her  home  on  April  10,  1989, 
of  cancer.  She  was  bom  September  22,  1919  to 
Norman  and  Anne  Bayard  Underwood,  in  Washing- 
ton, DC.  She  married  Gilbert  F.  White  in  1944. 

After  graduating  from  Vassar  College,  Anne  served  as 
a social  science  analyst.  She  was  active  in  community 
affairs  while  she  and  Gilbert  were  at  Haverford 
College,  during  1946-55.  After  they  moved  to  the 
University  of  Chicago  in  1956,  she  became  involved 
in  geographic  field  research,  particularly  on  questions 
of  domestic  water  supply  in  developing  countries.  She 
was  coauthor  of  several  books  and  papers  on  this 
subject.  She  was  a member  of  the  Association  of 
American  Geographers,  the  Society  of  Women 
Geographers,  and  the  Women’s  Forum  of  Colorado. 

While  in  Chicago  Anne  and  Gilbert  started  to 
spend  their  summers  in  Sunshine  Canyon,  near 
Boulder,  and  became  active  participants  and  later 
members  of  the  Boulder  Meeting.  Boulder  and 
Denver  Friends  will  always  remember  fondly  the 
summer  picnics  at  their  home.  Anne  served  as 
recording  Clerk  and  as  Clerk  of  the  Meeting,  as  well 
as  long-time  member  of  the  Building  & Grounds 
Committee  and  historian  of  the  Meeting.  She  also 
served  during  1986-87  as  Clerk  of  the  Intermountain 
Yearly  Meeting. 


(Continued  on  page  18) 
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(Anne  White:  continued  from  page  1 7) 

In  1970  the  Whites  moved  permanently  to 
Sunshine  Canyon.  Anne  took  part  in  numerous 
community  programs.  She  was  codirector  and 
counselor  with  Sadie  Walton  and  Binnie  Avery,  of 
Womenpower,  Inc.,  an  early  non-profit  employment 
service  for  women.  She  was  also  a cofounder  of  the 
Boulder  Soviet  Sister  City  Program.  She  was  a very 
active  member  of  the  Nuclear  War  Education 
Committee  (a  city  and  county  committee  that  forced 
FEMA  to  make  public  its  evacuation  plans).  Anne 
served  as  a member  of  the  Boulder  Area  Growth 
Study  Commission;  she  was  active  on  the  board  of 
Plan  Boulder  County  and  chaired  the  Boulder  County 
Task  force  for  the  Elderly.  Anne  was  also  a very 
active  member  of  the  Boulder  County  Parks  and  Open 
Space  Advisory  Committee,  chairing  it  in  1977.  In 
1988  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  adopted  a 
resolution  naming  the  county  trail  in  Four  Mile 
Canyon  Creek  for  her  in  recognition  of  “the  energy 
she  had  given  to  the  preservation  of  Boulder  County’s 
scenic  and  environment  resources  and  the  develop- 
ment of  a county-wide  trail  system.” 

A memorial  to  celebrate  Anne’s  life  was  held  on 
April  22,  attended  by  more  than  300  of  her  friends. 
Her  gentle,  attentive  and  sensitive  guidance  served  as 
an  example  to  us  all.  Her  joy  of  life,  love  of  nature, 
down-to-earth  advice,  good  humor  and  sense  of  fun 
will  be  missed  by  all  who  were  fortunate  enough  to 
know  her. 

Anne  is  survived  by  her  husband,  two  daughters, 
Mary  B.  White  of  Oakland,  CA,  and  Frances  W. 
Chapin  of  Victoria,  British  Columbia;  a son,  William 
D.  White  of  Chicago,  IL;  a brother,  Bayard  Under- 
wood of  Groton,  MA;  and  three  grandchildren. 

«£♦  **♦  «*«  «•* 

Susan  Carew  Boulding 

Susan  Carew  Boulding  died  at  her  home  on  April 
23,  1989,  of  cancer.  She  was  born  May  21,  1947,  to 
Howard  J.  and  Frances  Dwyer  Carew  in  York,  PA  and 
married  Mark  D.  Boulding  in  York  on  June  26,  1971. 

She  graduated  from  Hollins  College  in  Virginia, 
earning  a bachelor’s  degree  in  sociology  with  a minor 
in  art.  In  1987,  she  graduated  from  Interior  Design 
Internship  in  Denver  with  a specialty  in  the  design  of 
home  health  care  for  the  elderly. 

When  she  first  moved  to  Boulder  in  1971,  Susan 
worked  for  Attention  Homes,  until  1974,  when  her 
son  Bjorn  was  bom.  She  made  a conscious  choice  to 
devote  herself  to  her  family.  She  did  it  joyfully,  never 
regretting  it.  Susan  believed  deeply  that  the  first  step 
to  world  peace  is  to  achieve  a peaceful  environment 


within  the  home  and  she  created  a peaceful,  warm, 
gracious  home,  where  we  all , and  especially  children, 
felt  welcome. 

Susan  was  a member  of  the  Boulder  Meeting  of 
Friends,  serving  on  the  Ministry  and  Counsel 
Committee  and  as  nursery  coordinator.  Her  under- 
standing of  and  loving  concern  for  the  children  as 
well  as  her  ability  to  organize  were  valued  assets  to  our 
Meeting.  She  was  also  the  founder  of  a women’s  book 
group  that  met  regularly  since  1978,  nourishing  the 
minds  and  creating  strong  bonds  among  those  who 
participated. 

A memorial  Meeting  for  Worship  was  held  May  1, 
attended  by  her  numerous  friends  from  the  Meeting 
and  the  community.  Susan  blended  in  her  life  and 
surroundings  simplicity  with  beauty  and  graciousness. 
We  will  all  miss  her  kindness,  inner  beauty,  and 
bright  smile.  She  will  be  especially  missed  by  the 
young  children  of  the  Meeting  for  whom  she  had  such 
a wonderful  sensitivity. 

Susan  is  survived  by  her  husband,  Mark;  a son, 
Bjorn;  two  daughters,  Carew  and  Frances,  all  of 
Boulder;  her  mother,  of  York;  two  brothers,  Michael 
Carew  of  York  and  Peter  Carew  of  Lake  Oswego,  OR; 
and  her  parents-in-law,  Kenneth  and  Elise  Boulding, 
of  Boulder. 

Vital  Statistics 

Marriage 

Lisa  Klein,  La  Jolla  Meeting,  and  Frank  Odia  were 
married  June  18,  1989  in  San  Diego  at  a private 
ceremony. 

Birth 

Rose  Armin-Hoiland  was  bom  May  23,  1989,  to 
Louis  and  Andrea  Armin-Hoiland  of  Humboldt 
Friends  Meeting,  Areata,  California. 

Deaths 

❖ Ferner  Nuhn,  member  of  Claremont  Meeting, 
Quaker  author,  died  at  Friends  House,  Santa  Rosa, 
CA,  April  15,  1989.  Memorial  Meetings  were  held  at 
Friends  House  on  April  26  under  the  care  of  Redwood 
Forest  Meeting  and  at  Claremont  Meeting  on  May  20, 
1989.  [See  Memorial  Minute.] 

❖ J.  Arthur  Campbell,  member  of  Claremont 
Meeting,  died  May  22,  1989.  [See  Memorial  Minute.] 

❖ Anne  Dale,  member  of  San  Jose  Meeting,  died 
August  3,  1989,  following  an  automobile  accident  and 
extended  hospitalization  in  July.  A Memorial 
Meeting  was  held  at  the  San  Jose  Meeting  House, 
Saturday,  August  19. 

❖ Maia  Frantz,  member  of  Boulder  Meeting,  CO, 
died  May  31,  1989  of  cancer.  A Memorial  Meeting 
was  held  at  Boulder  Meeting,  June  2. 
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(Editorial:  continued  from  page  2 ) 
people.”  (Joel  David  Koenig) 

“PYM  is  stealing  our  parents,  they  take  them  to 
have  fun  and  send  us  to  child  care.  Then  child  care 
drives  the  kids  up  the  wall.  While  the  parents  have 
fun!”  (By  Sarah) 

“Two  Quakers  saw  a great  wall 
Two  Quakers  tore  down  the  wall 
And  then  they  built  a house  for  ail 
Ain’t  that  peac-y  now?!!” 

4th  & 5th  Grade  Friends,  NPYM 

The  Junior  Young  Friends  of  IMYM  exercised  not 
only  their  reporting  skills  but  also  their  critical 
thinking  via  their  epistle: 

“[We]  have  been  doing  some  very  interesting 
things  . . . camping  . . . taking  a trip  to  a ranch  . . . 
swimming  in  a mud  hole  . . . making  ice  cream  . . . 

“We  have  been  very  pleased  with  the  hospitality 
the  college  has  given  us  except  the  swimming  area. 

We  would  like  the  rules  to  be  posted  all  in  one  place 
and  have  the  lettering  big  enough  to  see  from  the 
other  side  of  the  pool.  The  faculty  should  be  more 
polite  and  not  discriminate  against  children...” 

The  next  generation  of  Friends  has  learned  plain 
speaking  at  an  early  age!  We  need  them. 

If  there  are  Yearly  Meeting  vignettes  you  would 
like  to  share,  please  write  them  briefly  for  our  Letters 
column  — some  encounter,  some  unexpected 
opening,  some  humor,  or?  Here  is  a gem  from  “The 
Daily  Miracle,”  newspaper  of  PYM,  August  12: 
“Instructions  overheard  today  — 

‘If  you  can’t  make  it  fool-proof, 
at  least  make  it  idiot-resistant.’  “ 

The  serious  business  of  our  annual  sessions  follows 
in  this  issue  featuring  IMYM.  We  shall  be  publishing 
Jan  Hoffman’s  address  to  NPYM  in  October  and  will 
report  fully  on  PYM  in  November. 

I leave  you  with  this  query: 

Can  you  find  a new  feature  in  this  issue? 

Clue:  it  carries  a poet’s  byline. 

Shirley  Ruth 
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charge  $8.00.  Add  10%  if  boxed.  ALL  ADS  MUST  BE 
PREPAID,  payment  accompanying  copy.  Graphics 
services  available  through  Friends  Bulletin.  Write  for 
an  estimate.  Send  for  information  sheet  with  prices  for 
display  advertisments  and  mechanical  requirements. 
Copy  Deadlme:  45  days  prior  to  publication.  Publishing 
of  advertisements  does  not  imply  endorsement  by 
Friends  Bulletin. 


PLANNING  AND  ARCHITECTURAL  SERVICES 

TOWN  PLANNING 

SITE  ANALYSIS 

ENERGY  EFFICIENT  DESIGN 

NON-TOXIC  BUILDING  MATERIALS 

ARCHITECT  PAUL  HARRIS 

P.O.  BOX  5243  SANTA  ROSA  CA  95402  (707)  546  0432 


BY  THE  AUTHOR  OF  THE  NAYLER  SONNETS: 

Kenneth  Boulding  has  published  a little  volume 
entitled  Sonnets  on  Courtship , Marriage , and  Fam- 
ily {pamphlet,  32pp.,  69  sonnets).  Send  $3.50  (in- 
cluding $1.00  for  postage/handling)  to:  Peaceable 
Kingdom  Press,  P.O.  Box  5337,  Bloomington,  IN 
47407-5337. 

OPENING  FOR  TEACHING  STAFF 

PENDLE  HILL  is  accepting  applications  for  a 
resident  core  teacher.  Candidates  will  be  qualified 
in  at  least  two  of  the  following  areas:  Biblical 

studies,  Quakerism,  spiritual  life.  Graduate  degree 
and  college  or  graduate  teaching  experience  is 
required.  Published  work  and  service  experience 
desirable.  The  position  requires  an  instinct  for 
community,  multi-generational  and  international, 
and  compatibility  with  the  witness  of  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends.  Pendle  Hill’s  educational  phi- 
losophy calls  for  an  open  approach  in  which  teach- 
ing and  leading  are  balanced  by  listening  and 
learning.  Position  available  September  1,  1990. 
Applications  received  until  November  1 , 1989.  For 
more  information  and  application  procedures  call  or 
write  Kurt  Brandenburg,  Dean,  or  Margery  Walker, 
Executive  Secretary,  Pendle  Hill,  Wallingford,  PA 
19086.  (215)566-4507. 


NEED  A DESKTOP  PUBLISHER  ? 

The  Friends  Bulletin  desktop  publisher  is  available  to  typeset  your  pamphlet,  newsletter,  manuscript,  etc. 
IBM  to  Mac  capability,  graphics  and  OCR  scanner,  modem  and  fax  capability. 

Well  work  with  you  and  your  budget!  Give  us  a call  at  (512)  244-31 87  or  drop  us  a line  at 
1803  Prairie  Star  Ln.,  Round  Rock,  TX  78664. 
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September  1989 

9-10  Colorado  Quaker  Women’s  Retreat  at  La 
Foret.  Contact  Barb  Stephens. 

16- 17  Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting 

Camping  Retreat  at  Emma  Woods  State 
Beach  group  campsite. 

22-24  “Friendly  Temperaments”  with  Teresina 

and  Joe  Havens,  weekend  at  Quaker  Center, 

Ben  Lomond. 

24  Harvest  Festival  Benefit  for  FCL,  noon-5:00  p.m.,  Hidden  Villa  Ranch,  Moody  Rd., 

Los  Altos,  CA. 

29  - Oct*  1 FWCC  Annual  Northwest  Regional  Gathering  of  Friends,  Quaker  Hill  Conference 
Center,  McCall,  Idaho.  Contact  Cilde  Grover  (503)  655-3779. 

29  - Oct*  1 College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting  Spiritual  Retreat,  Golden  Valley  Camp  near  Volcano. 

Contact  Max  Hansen  or  Russ  Curtis. 

30  - Oct*  1 New  Mexico  Quarterly  Meeting,  Gallup,  NM. 

October  1989 

6- 8  Colorado  Regional  Meeting,  YMCA  Estes  Park  Camp.  Contact  Maria  Krenz  or  Betty  Cannon. 

7- 8  Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting,  Eugene  Meeting  House,  Sheila  Hale,  Clerk. 

13- 15  Friendly  Women’s  Retreat  at  Pinon,  NM.  Contact  Albuquerque  Meeting  Clerk, 

Allison  Abraham. 

14- 15  College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting,  John  Woolman  School,  Nevada  City,  CA 
20-22  Pacific  Northwest  Quarterly  Meeting,  Cispus  Center,  Tacoma  Meeting,  hosts. 

20-22  Arizona  Half-Yearly  Meeting  near  Prescott  at  Emmanuel  Pines.  Contact  Roger  Tylsley 

(602)  897-7735. 

27-29  “How  to  be  Angry  and  Have  Fun  Doing  It”  with  Marybeth  Webster  and  Anna  Bruff  at 
Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond. 

November  1989 

17- 19  “Community:  Making  It  and  Keeping  It”  led  by  residents  of  Monan’s  Rill,  an  Intentional 

Community,  Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond. 

19  Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting,  Santa  Monica  and  Westwood  Meetings,  hosts. 

December  1989 

27- Jan.  1 “Spiritual  Gifts,”  Year-end  Retreat  led  by  Elizabeth  Dearborn  at  Quaker  Center, 

Ben  Lomond. 


